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Voi. XXIII. 


Economy. 
At the last Council meeting the Treasurer clearly 


indicated that it is more than probable that the}. 


Council will speedily refuse to enter upon prosecu- 
tions unless supplied with the necessary funds. 
This should be remembered in conjunction with 
that portion of the recent Annual Report which 
refers to prosecutions. The Report points out that 
many complaints against non-members and members 
alike are unaccompanied by evidence, and proceeds 
“To investigate such cases with the object of ob- 
taining proper evidence is a work which the Council 
cannot undertake, and members are required to sub- 
mit their complaints in a complete form, so that 
the Committee may have before them sufficient evi- 
dence to enable them to come an equitable decision.” 

Formerly the Council frequently undertook the 
investigation of these cases in order to decide 
whether or not prosecution was justifiable. But 
such enquiries, if made by the Council, necessarily 
cost money, and the state of the College funds now 
forbids all but absolutely unavoidable outlay. It is 
clear from the Report that the Council are not now 
likely to undertake a prosecution unless the com- 
plaining member himself supplies all the necessary 
evidence. It is also clear, from the Treasurer's 
words last April, that the time may very soon come 
when the Council will require the complaining 
member not only to provide the evidence, but him- 
self to bear the costs of the actual prosecution. 

The retrenchment in the Council's expenditure 
will bear hardly upon some individual practitioners, 
and most hardly of all upon those least able to pro- 
tect their own interests. For that reason we regret 
to note it, but we cannot condemn the Council for 
their evident decision. As regards enquiry into 
cases, while the investigation of one may not be 
costly, yet the investigation of numbers is a very 
different matter. As regards prosecutions, some of 
the most important ones are very expensive, and 
the sum which the successful prosecution of a 
company without assets cost the Council only last 
year can hardly have been forgotten. However, 
the Council are forced to economise—are urged to 
economise, in fact, by the very critics who, in the 
same breath, exhort them to “ put down quackery.” 
Possibly the impending necessary “ economy ”’ may 
help those critics to realise the effect of their oppo- 
sition to the one possible method of enabling the 
Council to discharge their duties. Even to restrain 
quackery by the exercise of legal powers is incom- 
patible with the  eagineny of a diminishing 
capital, and though we shall be sorry to see the 
Council relinquish the duty of protecting the rights 
of members, yet if they are forced to do so the blame 
will justly lie with a few of those members alone. 


UNEXPLAINED HAMORRHAGE. 
By G. H. Livesey, M.8.c.v.s. 


I think the following case is worth recording. 
A favourite old fox terrier (age about 15 years) was 
noticed to be getting rather short of breath by his 


owner, who attributed it to too much food and the - 


co- hot weather. Two or three days later some 
lood was noticed on his lips which could not be 
accounted for. An appointment was made with me 
to see the dog two days later. I then found his 
mouth almost devoid of teeth, only three canines 
and two molars remaining, and all these were firm 
in the jaw. The back molar on the left side was 
covered with tartar, and from the gum there was 
oozing a very small quantity of blood—just enough 
to colour the saliva. I removed the tartar and 
found the blood came from the socket of the pos- 
terior root. I advised extraction and warned the 
owner of the possibility of severe hemorrhage, and 
I was glad afterwards that I had not omitted this 

recaution, as the hemorrhage was very severe and 

had very great difficulty in checking it. I did so 
by keeping my finger pressed hard on the cavities 
for several minutes, after trying various drugs and 
The posterior root of this tooth was 
black and eroded, and had evidently been the seat 
of trouble for some time. The dog was very ex- 
hausted from the loss of blood, but was carefully 
attended and fed by his owner and was kept per- 
fectly quiet. 

Next day about midday hemorrhage began 
afresh, and while waiting for me to come the 
owner checked the bleeding by pressing small 
pieces of ice on the hole in the gum. I plugged 
the hole with cotton wool soaked in adrenalin, and 
this seemed to be quite effectual. 

About 4 p.m. the plug came out and severe bleed- 
ing commenced again. When I arrived at 5.30 the 
dog was almost in extremis. The breathing 
was gasping, the body cold, the membranes white, 
and the pulse quite characteristic. I injected 
ergotin citrate 1/100 gr.—the only suitable drug I 
had with me, and plugged the wound afresh. 

This time the mouth was full of clotted blood, the 
cheeks and lips bulging out with it, and the floor 
round about like that of a shambles. As soon as I 
could prepare it I injected subcutaneously 8oz. 
normal saline solution (I find Parke, Davis’ tablets 
very convenient for rapidly preparing this) and put 
a hot bottle to the feet, but the breathing never 
improved much, and the dog gradually sank and 
died about two hours later. Just before death 
urine and faces were passed involuntarily, and the 
latter contained a quantity of black blood which had 
passed through the bowel. 
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I have no doubt that bleeding had been going on 
in this dog slowly but surely for about ten days, 
and it was loss of blood alone which accounted for 
the unusual breathing first noticed. Later on the 
bleeding was more severe but intermittent, and it 
was only then that attention was drawn to it. The 
extraction of the tooth seemed to me the correct 
practice, as I hoped to find the cause of the trouble 
and remove it. The operation proved disastrous 
for the dog, as he was never fit afterwards to have 
anything done to him, I was at my wit’s end to 
know how to stop the bleeding. The blood clotted 
well outside the body, so I presume the vessel wall 
did not contract, and no thrombus was formed at any 
time. 

Cases of severe hemorrhage following tooth ex- 
traction which have been exceedingly difficult to 
cope with and have been the cause of the gravest 
anxiety both to dentists and doctors have frequently 
occurred in human practice, but I have seen no 
recorded cases in animals. At the same time I 
must point out that the bleeding was not entirely 
consequent upon the extraction, but was more 
severe after it, the root of the tooth, up to then 
having acted as a more or less efficient plug. I am 
satisfied that the dog would have died of exhaustion 
following slow hemorrhage, even if I had not ex- 
tracted the tooth. 


THE LIMITS OF DIAGNOSIS. 
By E. Hoare, F.R.c.v.s. 


A very limited experience of veterinary practice 
is sufficient to teach even the most enthusiastic of 
young graduates the difficulties that arise in con- 
nection with the diagnosis of disease. No doubt 
after he has listened to the “ wise saws and modern 
instances” of the lecture room for the prescribed 
period, and has stretched his pa mater in his 
endeavours to commit to memory the numerous 
rules given in text-books for the differential diag- 
nosis of the various diseases, he fondly imagines 
that he is competent to recognise each affection as 
it comes before him. He hears and reads of men 
who are regarded as “giants” in the art of diag- 
nosis, men who strictly conform to the characteris- 
tics of the stoics, in that “they never make a mis- 
take, never are in doubt, never suffer remorse, and 
never change their mind.” 

At this period of his career, “amid the glorious 
tints of the early morn, ere the dew of youth has 
been brushed off, he stands at the foot of the hill, 
eager for the journey.” The doubts and difficulties 
incidental to diagnosis are as yet in the back- 
ground, while the possibilities of errors do not enter 
into his mind. 

But in a short period of time there comes a rude 
awakening, and he finds that the list of classical 
symptoms which he had stored up in his memory, 
does not coincide with what he observes in the 

tient, and gradually there dawns upon him the 

t that the so-called typical symptoms are not 
always present. 


After many failures, and after the commission of 
many errors, he learns that little skill is n 
when typical symptoms are present, and that the 
difficulty really exists in the diagnosis of diseases in 
the early stages, or in cases where the symptoms 
are obscure, or when complications occur. He 
learns also that errors are made even by the most 
experienced practitioners, although the latter will 
in many cases deny “the soft impeachment,” and 
if he has indulged in “ hero-worship,” his faith in 
his ideal will receive a rude shock. For much of 
the vaunted diagnostic skill will turn out to be mere 
“bluff”; the apparent freedom from errors will 
prove to be a veneer dignified by the term “ tact” ; 
and the glorious reputation of Sir Oracle “ oft non 
without merit’’ will be appraised at its proper 
value, although the methods adopted by this worthy 
to conceal ignorance could not but be admired. 

As the art of diagnosis cannot be learned from 
either lectures or books, the junior arrives at the 
conclusion which is the common experience of us 
all—that actual observation of cases is the only 
road to success. Experience no doubt is essential 
for the correct interpretation of symptoms, but 
experience alone will not render a man expert in 
diagnosis. 

It is very easy to give a name to the disease an 
animal is suffering from, and if you possess the 
necessary reputation you can make the owner of 
that animal believe that your diagnosis is correct. 
Having accomplished this, the selection of appro- 
priate treatment is carried out with facility, if the 
case recovers you get the credit of the happy result; 
if the patient dies, well, everything possible was 
done, and the body is consigned to the knacker, 
where all the secrets of errors in diagnosis are con- 
cealed as in the cave of oblivion. 

This, however, is not an ideal style of diagnosis 
although, unfortunately, it is one that is by no 
means uncommonly adopted. What is generally 
termed a ‘“ working” diagnosis might more appro- 
priately be called a “ledger” diagnosis. Needless 
to remark it is found to pay better than the system 
of a prolonged examination of the case and a possi- 
ble confession of one’s ignorance, neither of which 
find favour with the public, who admire and appre- 
ciate a rapid diagnosis and a dogmatic opinion. 

Give the disease a name, stick to your opinion, 
don’t waste time thinking of possible errors, but 
boldly order the various drenches, drinks, powders, 
or liniments—this is the business side of the calling. 
If the entire profession were composed of members 
who only interested themselves in the business side 
of the calling, it is easy to imagine what degree of 
advancement would result. 

In considering the question of the limits of diag- 
nosis, the first point that comes before one’s mind 
is with reference to the proportion of cases in which 
the diagnosis is correctly made. 

If an opinion is given, certain treatment adopted 
and the case recovers, some men are sufficiently 
egotistical to imagine that the diagnosis must have 
been correct. But the fact remains that in the 
large majority of cases the treatment adopted has 
little effect on the results, provided that the thera- 
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peutical measures are not irrational, even then it is 
well known that many cases recover in spite of 
treatment. 

The nomenclature of diseases adopted by some 

ractitioners is very limited; colic, enteritis, twist, 
intestinal obstruction, kidney disease, brain disease, 
influenza and pneumonia constitutes their stock-in- 
trade. Similarly, in cases of lameness, all the 
affections are narrowed down to foot lameness, 
splints, shoulder lameness, and navicular disease in 
the fore limb, and hip, stifle and hock, lameness in 
the hind limb. Of course I am referring to cases in 
which distinct evidences of disease are not apparent. 
If any of the above do not suit, then rheumatism 
will fit in and fill the bill. 

Even the above short list of diseases will admit 
of errors in diagnosis, and the conscientious observer 
will have to admit that his skill in the art of diag- 
nosis has certain limits. 

No doubt lack of careful observation is responsi- 
ble for at least some of the errors that occur, and 
simple matters may be overlooked, while a search is 
made for evidences of more uncommon phenomena. 
When such errors occur, one often wonders how he 
could have been so careless as to overlook what 
could have been so easily discovered, and vows to 
make a systematic examination in the next case 
that comes before him. Unfortunately it is often 
the simple matter that only requires to be looked 
for in order to be discovered, that has an important 
bearing in the treatment of the case. 

Glancing first at affections of the digestive system, 
it would hardly seem necessary to refer to the 
importance of a careful examination of the mouth 
and teeth ; yet in connection with this region we 
must all plead guilty to overlooking abnormal condi- 
tions at times, and, as the result, to giving an 
erroneous diagnosis and adopting unsuitable treat- 
ment. 

Here attention may be directed to a most useful 
mouth gag for horses and cattle, invented by Mr. 
Malloch, M.R.c.v.s., which is so simple, so easily 
used, and so portable, that there can be no excuse 
for anyone omitting to make a proper examination 
of the mouth and teeth. 

With reference to gastric and intestinal affections 
in the horse the limits of diagnosis are easily 
reached. I must freely confess that, after devoting 
some little attention to this subject, by taking notes 
of the clinical histories of cases and comparing the 
symptoms with the post-mortem appearances, also 
by reading the observations of others, I am still as 
ignorant of the diagnosis of these affections as 
ever. It would appear, however, from the marvel- 
lous powers said to be possessed by some practi- 
tioners in the diagnosis of these cases, that my 
ignorance in this direction must be phenomenal. 

Renal diseases show marked difficulties in diag- 
nosis, although the diagnosis of “ kidneys wrong” 
is very commonly made and is very acceptable to 
the clients. The various symptoms said to be 
characteristic of these affections are in reality com- 
mon to many diseases, the only reliable evidence 
being obtained from an examination of the urine. 


symptoms attributable to these organs were observed 
during life. Even if a diagnosis of renal disease be 
made, it is quite another matter to state the actual 
lesion that is present. 

Cardiac diseases have been especially studied by 
Continental authorities, and the literature on the 
subject is now rather extensive. Yet, in the 
differentiation of the various lesions it is doubtful if 
any advances have been made in the present day. 
Unless distinct evidences of valvular lesions are 
present, marked difficulty is experienced in even 
deciding whether the case is one of functional or 
organic cardiac disease at a first examination of 
the case. Again, consider the number of horses 
that die suddenly without showing previous symp- 
toms of cardiac disease, and present well-marked 
valvular and other lesions at the autopsy. 

Diseases of the nervous system supply familiar 
examples of the limits of diagnosis. In many of 
these not only are the symptoms often obscure, but 
also “common to many, characteristic of none,” 
while in addition, the lesions found are little marked ; 
moreover, they may be absent in some instances. 
Still we find pages in text books devoted to the 
differential diagnosis of these affections, culled in 
most instances from works in human medicine. 

With reference to that important subject lame- 
ness, one is led to enquire if the means of diagnosis 
have been improved in the present day. 

No doubt the employment of cocaine as an aid 
to diagnosis is a most important advance, while 
knowledge has increased with reference to cases 
depending on injury to certain nerves. But the 
same difficulties exist in many cases as puzzled the 
brains of Youatt, Percivall, and Dick. Taken at 
best the diagnosis is arrived at by a process of 
elimination. 

At present there is less tendency to jump to the 
conclusion that a horse is suffering from navicular 
disease because he happens to present some of the 
symptoms supposed to be characteristic of that 
affection. Whule the lameness may be ascribed to 
the foot, no one seems able to state what the nature 
of the affection is, but what everyone knows is that 
many cases diagnosed as navicular disease have re- 
covered and proved useful afterwards, hence it is 
now the fashion to say that a horse is lame in his 
foot, but a guarded prognosis is given—* Pseudo- 
navicular ”’ disease is a useful term. 

Lameness in the hind limb also presents limits in 
diagnosis, and many of the classical symptoms laid 
down for hip, stifle, and hock lameness prove to be 
purely mythological in practice. In fact it can 
truly be said that in spite of all the vaunted skill 
in diagnosis, the practitioner has in every case to 
search the foot for the presence of pus as carefully 
as did Prof. Dick in days of old. fe he omits to do 
this, he will find to his cost that a horse with pus 
in the foot may exhibit any one of the classical 
peculiarities of gait laid down for the various forms 
of lameness. 

It is useful to admit the limits of diagnosis. For 
one thing it will lead us to strive after more im- 
proved methods, and not to remain satisfied with 


Moreover it is by no means uncommon to find ad- 
yanced lesions of the kidneys at autopsies, when no 


our present state of knowledge. Were these limits 
more widely known the public would not expect us 
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to possess those supernatural powers that are attri- 
buted to some practitioners who have managed to 
reach the “top storey.” Zeal and prolonged care 
in diagnosis are not appreciated “ the majority of 
horse-owners, as they have been so long accustomed 
to get dogmatic opinions, readily expressed, and 
uttered with the air of a stoic. Many years ago 
Mayhew uttered the words “ the veterinary surgeon 
is never permitted to doubt,” and these are equally 
applicable in the present day. 

m the point of view of “ledger” diagnosis 
and therapeutics, it is rank heresy to make the 
simple admission “I don’t know,” and this is gener- 
ally one of the first lessons the newly fledged 
graduate has to learn when he takes up the honour- 
able (?) position of assistant to a ‘ Gehazi” in the 
profession. 

Perhaps in the course of time, when more value 
is attached to a correct diagnosis, and to preventive 
medicine than to dogmatism and the virtues of 
drugs, we may expect an improvement in the 
methods of diagnosis. It is to be feared, however, 
that, judging by the present state of affairs, it will 
pay better in the future to devote attention to motor 
cars and their vagaries than to horses and their 
diseases. But the cows and dogs we have always 
with us, and these present also interesting points 
as regards the limits of diagnosis to which I shall 
venture to draw attention on a future occasion. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Enormous Cyst oF THE OVARY IN A GOAT. 


Hebrant and Antoine, of the Belgian Veterinary 
School, record the case of an adult she-goat, of 
common breed, which was brought to them because, 
for some time past, the abdomen had progressively 
increased in volume, and the animal had become 
rather thin. The appetite, however, was excellent ; 
the head was carried gaily, and nothing in the 
animal's external aspect, apart from the exaggera- 
ted volume of the abdomen, would have caused a 
suspicion of illness. The mucous membranes were 
certainly a little pale; but this slight anemia is 
rather normal than otherwise in goats kept under 
defective hygienic conditions. 

The external appearance of the abdomen imme- 
diately suggested the idea of advanced gestation, 
but the owner was positive that the goat had not 
been covered. The abdomen was very voluminous 
and pendulous, and had the form characteristic of 
ascites. The flanks were hollow, the abdomen was 
very enlarged at the base, and its manual explora- 
tion revealed evident fluctuation and a surging 
sensation symptomatic of the presence of a liquid in 
the abdominal cavity. Violent pressure into the 
flank with the fist did not discover a foetus. 

The pulse was rather weak, but regular, and the 
pulsations of the heart were normal both in force 
and extent. No cdema was shown either at the 
extremities of the limbs, the dewlap, or the inter- 
maxillary s ; and the temperature was not 
elevated. The owner stated that the urine was 


normal, limpid, and slightly coloured, the loss of 
general condition was not well-marked and had 
developed slowly, the animal digested her food well, 
and the feces were normal. 

The authors were therefore forced to a diagnosis 
of peritoneal hydropsy, but were unable to connect 
it with an anatomical trouble of the heart, liver, or 
kidneys, as in the usual cases of ascites. 

The abdomen was immediately punctured with 
the trocar, and this gave exit toa pailful-of clear 
limpid liquid slightly tinged with blood. Subse- 
quent palpation of the abdomen yielded nothing to 
render the diagnosis more precise. Treatment was 
then instituted upon diuretic lines. 

Two days later the goat was sent back to the 
authors dead (the exact time of death is not stated 
—Transl.), with a request for a post-mortem exam- 
ination. This was performed immediately, and 
resulted as follows. 

The circulatory apparatus, the digestive appara- 
tus with its annexed organs, and the urinary 
system were all absolutely normal, except that very 
marked anemia was present. To the great sur- 
prise of the authors, no trace of fluid was found in 
the peritoneal cavity; but the uterus, which was 
small and retracted, bore an enormous ovarian cyst 
twice the volume of the human head at the extre- 
mity of the right horn. The tunica albuginea, 
which was thickened and very vascular, was dis- 
tended, and contained blood with numerous blood- 
clots. This cyst was so large that it occupied a 
considerable portion of the inferior abdominal cavity, 
and its wall was in direct contact with the parietal 
peritoneum. 

As the sudden death of the animal appeared 
strange, the authors minutely examined the cystic 
sac, and found an explanation. The puncturing 
trocar had perforated the tunica albuginea of the 
ovary immediataly after piercing the abdominal 
wall, and had given exit to the contents of the 
cyst. In perforating the abdominal wall, however, 
it had pierced a very large vein at its point of 
passage ; thus ——, a mortal hemorrhage into 
the evacuated cyst. The authors remark that an 
ex-vacuo action is not unknown in post-operative 
hemorrhages. 

The case itself was one of cystic ovary, similar to 
those which have been reported by various authors, 
and not showing, as is usual, any symptoms enab- 
ling a precise diagnosis to be made.—(Annales de 
Méd., Vét. 

A New Locat AN2STHETIC. 


Wener, of Heidelberg, and Strauss, of Niirnberg, 
independently commend in the same journal (Miin- 
chener medizinische Wochenschrift) the use of zyklo- 
form, a drug introduced by the firm of Bayer and 
Co. Zykloform is a glistening white crystalline 
argue which is soluble in alcohol and ether easily, 

ut with difficulty in water. The feeble toxicity 


of the drug seems to depend upon the last-named 
property of deficient solubility in water. It is used 
in powder form and as a 5 per cent. to 10 per cent. 
ointment, and is described as a prompt and powerful 
but purely local and superficially acting anesthetic, 
which is also mildly astringent, influences the 


June 17, 1911 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 789 


rocess of cicatrisation favourably, and is non- 
irritating. 

Strauss also states, in illustration of the compara- 
tive non-toxity of the drug, that medium-szied cats 
will bear doses of 1 gramme (15:4 grains) by the 
mouth without showing clearly recognisable symp- 
toms of intoxication. Straus regards the agent as 
equal to cocaine in its anesthetising activity, as he 
has found that a saturated watery solution deprives 
the rabbits cornea of sensibility in two minutes. 
One gramme of Zyloform cost about 10 pfennig. 
In addition to its use as a local anesthetic, Strauss 
recommends it in ointment form in the treatment 
of painful wounds, burns, superficial carcinomata, 
and similar conditions.—( Berliner ee 

RK. C. 


NILE EXPEDITION 1884-5. 
(Continued from p. 773.) 


(The following extracts include :—1. A report of the 
desert march for camels, Korti to Gakdul Wells, by 
Veterinary Surgeon Bennett. 2. Report on inefficiency 
among camels, rt Column, by Veterinary Surgeon 
Beech. 3. A unique and valuable record of the extra- 
ordinary marches performed by the Syrian horses of the 
19th Hussars. The report is rendered by the late Col. 
Barrow, and is full of interesting detail.] 


“The Principal acm | Surgeon, Nile Expeditionary 
orce. 


Sir, 

t beg to report for your information that on the 7th 
January I proceeded in veterinary charge of a convoy 
from Korti to Gakdul, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stanley Clarke. It consisted of about 1,000 
baggage camels, chiefly made up by No. 3 Transport 
Company, 680 animals, with a section of No. 11 Com- 
pany, and also a section of No. 9 Company, Commis- 
sariat and Transport Corps, with an escort of three 
troops Light Camel Regiment. The convoy reached 
Gakdul on the 11th, with the following casualties, viz., 
14 camels dead, 22 camels left alive on the road from 
exhaustion and other causes, in the hope that on the 
return march many might be picked up and brought 
into Korti. A few of these put down as died, were in 
reality shot, being beyond any hope of recovery. This 
large casualty list was no doubt due to a combination of 
causes, all tending to the detriment of the camels ; such 
as forced marches prior to reaching Korti, made at least 
by those of No. 3 Transport awn ae ; insufficient rest 
and food there, an issue of between 3lb. and 5lb. of grain 
being only given ; a similar amount having to suftice 
also as a daily ration on the march to the Wells, being 
sadly insufficient for camels doing hard work, and more 
especially as they had previously on the road up been 
accustomed to a ration of between 10]b. and 15lb. 
Grazing was talked of as feasible, but time did not allow 
of this being carried out, further than, when halting, 
cutting a small amount of the desert grass, which, how- 
ever, grew in plenty along the greater part of the road. 
In one instance, too, the loads were left on for over 40 
hours ; generally the camels were under their burdens 
from 12 to 14 hours at a stretch, and they were never 
once relieved of their saddles during the whole march. 
No. 3 Transport Company, although receiving 8 per cent. 
spare camels when being made up to their full streneth 
at Korti, were ordered to leave them behind ; a reserve, 
however, of 35 spare camels supplied by No. 9 Company, 


Commissariat and Transport Corps, was allowed for the 
march. These spare animals were very indifferent. 


Many of these of Nos. 9 and 11 Companies, Commis- 
sariat and Transport Corps, had already made the 
extraordinary rapil march to the Wells and back two or 
three days previously, and were again called up to go 
over the same ground ; under such treatment a long 
casualty roll cannot but be expected. Very few, three 
or four camels only, of those forming the escort were 
left behind ; this is attributable to the greater care the 
animals got, being at least well watered and fed prior to 
starting, besides getting better treatment on the road. 
This was only to be expected, there being a man to every 
camel ; whereas in No. 3 Company there was one driver 
only to every six or seven adie and most of these 
given at the last moment, just before leaving Korti, and 
chiefly composed of Egyptian soldiers, taken out of boats 
which had just come up the river. 

+ * * * * 7 

(Signed) E. E. Bennett, Vety. Surgeon, 

Army Veterinary Department. 

Gakdul Wells, 


13th January, 1885.” 


Report on causes of so man} non-efficient camels in 
desert column. 


“From Veterinary Surgeon Beech, in charge of Mounted 
Infantry, to Veterinary Surgeon (1st Class) Phillips, 
Army Veterinary Department. 


Sir Korti, 19th March, 1885. 

In accordance with your memorandum of the 15th 
instant, I have the honour to offer the following ex- 
planation of the causes of the inefficiency of so many of 
the camels in my charge, for the information of the 
Principal Veterinary Surgeon. 

They are as follows :—Saddle-galls, debility, emacia- 
tion, and lameness. 

Most of the camels crossed the desert to Gakdul, with 
the first advance, on returning to Korti. After this 
severe trial they had two days’ rest only, and marched 
again on the ultimate advance on the river at El Gubat. 
They were practically without food for 14 days, and 
absolutely without water for eight days, the desert grass 
which was cut for them being dried up and poor, and the 
opportunities for eating it few. They marched 380 
miles in 20 days, and during this time were necessarily 
tied down in one position for 40 hours and 28 hours, at 
Abu Klea and El Gubat respectively. 

Sore backs have arisen from the following causes— 
viz., Ist., from the unavoidable changing of the saddles 
after they had gradually become moulded to the shape 
of the camels’ backs ; 2nd, from the long periods during 
which it was impossible to remove the saddles, and in 
the case of the baggage camels the loads ; 3rd, from 
Pe camels to the saddles of those in front; 4th, from 
the sticks which pass along the top of the trees, in bag- 
gage saddles, pressing on the humps ; and, 5th, from the 
shifting of the stuffing in riding saddles.—-I have, ete. 

(Signed) J. R.D. Vety. Surgeon, 
Army Veterinary Department. 
Dal, 30th March, 1885.” 


From Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, ¢.B., c.M.G., Com- 
manding 19th (Princess of Wales’s Own) Hussars, to 
o- Principal Veterinary Surgeon, Nile Expeditionary 

orce. 

Sir, 13th August, 1885. 

I have the honour to forward herewith a brief report 
of the condition under which the Arab ponies, ridden 
by the regiment under my command, performed their 
work during the campaign on the Nile, for the relief of 
Khartoum, 


| 
| 
| 
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I venture to think that the performances of these 
Arab ponies, taking all the conditions into consideration, 
will compare with any on record; and the details 
which I have attempted to give may prove of interest to 
veterinary science. —I have, etc., 

(Signed) P. H.S. Barrow, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Commanding 19th (Princess of Wales’s Own) Hussars. 


A brief description of the conditions under which the 
Arab ponies, ridden by the 19th Hussars, performed 
their work during the campaign on the Nile, for the 
relief of Khartoum :— 

Arab Stallions.—Average height, 14 hands ; average 
age, 8 years to 9 years ; some 15 per cent., over 12 years ; 
bought by Egyptian Government in Syria and Lower 
Egypt ; average price £18. Some 50 percent. had been 
through the campaign in the Eastern Soudan with the 
19th Hussars, in February and March, 1884, and re- 
turned in a very exhaused state, and about 10 per cent. 
had been at Tel-el-Kebir. 

In June, 1884, the whole number were taken by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, with the Egyptian Cavalry, 
from Cairo to Assouan, in barges, and remained there 
three months. In September, 1884, they were marched, 
by Major Grenfell, from Assouan to Wady Halfa, 210 
miles, and there awaited the arrival of the 19th Hussars. 
350 of these ponies were handed over to the 19th 
Hussars on 13th November, 1884, all, except some 10 per 
cent., being in very fair marching condition. 

The 19th Hussars marched by squadrons from Wady 
Halfa to Korti, distance about 360 miles, average daily 
march about 16 miles, not including halts. Halts were 
made for one day at Absarat, one day at Dongola, and 


two days at Shabadood, when crossing the river. The 
ration was supposed to be 8lb. of grain, barley, or 
dhourra, and 101b. of dhourra stalk, but owing to sear- 
city of grain the horses generally received about 6lb. 
grain and 10lb. dhourra stalk. They arrived at Korti 
In very marching condition. The horses remained 
at Korti from 20th December to 7th January, and 
received 8lb. green dhourra stalk daily instead of dry 
stalk. They improved during the halt at Korti. 

On the 30th December 40 horses préceeded to Gakdul 
100 miles, and performed the reconnaissance duties of 
the column. The march to Gakdul was performed in 
63 hours ; 15 hours’ rest there, and the return journey 
in 63 hours. Six horses returned the 100 miles in 46 
hours, the last 50 miles in 7} hours. During the 141 
hours of the march the horses were ridden for 83 hours. 

On the 8th January the 19th Hussars, strength as 
helow, marched across the desert with General Sir H. 
Stewart’s column. 


In addition, therefore, to one extra horse for each 
officer, there were 12 spare horses. 

The following table will show the daily work per- 
formed, and theamount of food and water given daily to 
each horse. 

The 40 horses referred to in previous paragraph re- 
turned to Korti on the 5th and started again on the 8th 
as fit as any horses in the troop. There was not one 
casualty out of the 40. 


5 No. of | No. of When Amount of | Food 
Date. Time of march. Hours. | Miles. Watered. Water. | (Grain.) 
8th January) 2 p.m., 6 p.m 4 | 16 6 |b. 
9th 2.45 a.m., 10 a.m. aes 7t 29 10.30 a.m. 14 gallons \ 6 
2 p.m, 6 p.m. aa 4 16 6.15 p.m. pes " 
10th { 3a.m., 9 a.m. iba 6 24 
12.15 p.m., 4.30 p.m. ... 4} 17 } 4.45 p.m. vs Ss 
lith 3.30a.m., 12.30 p.m. ... 9 36 12.45 p.m. Full drink ae 
9 a.m. 
12th 12.30 p.m., 4.30 p.m. ... 4 | 16 { iam \ . os 
8.30 a.m. 
13th Halt at Gakdul | eee { 4,45 p.m. J ” 6 ” 
14th 2.30 p.m., 6.30 p.m. 4 6 a.m., 1 
5a.m., 10 a.m. 5 20 \ 

15th 1.30 pm., 6 p.m. 4 | 18 10.30 a.m 1} gallons | 5 ,, 
16th 4.30 a.m., 4 p.m 11 40 6 pm. $ » as 
*17th Sam. 4pm. 8 32 4pm. 
18th 4 p.m., 12 midnight 8 32 7 am. 1 

{ 12 midnight, 9 a.m. 

20th f 12 midnight, 1 p.m. 3 \ | 

1pm. 2 p.m. nal 4 2 p.m. Full drink 
| 


* Battle of Abu Klea. 


It will be seen from the above table that the average 
forage ration for the first 10 days was about 5 to 61b. of 
grain and 2 gallons of water, the horses pene 31 
miles daily, and not counting 1 day’s halt. When the 
first advance was made on Matammeh, the horses 
marched to the Nile without having received a drop of 
water for 55 hours, and only Ib. of grain. Some 15 or 
20 horses received no water for 70 hours. During the 
period (20th January to 14th February), the horses 
received no grain, but were fed on dhourra stalk, about 
10 daily, or green bean stalk, or green dhourra stalk, 


+ Battle of Gubat. 
about 12lb. daily. Two days before marching they 
received 6lb. of grain. They ye oy outpost and 
patrol duty, averaging some eight miles daily. Under 
the above conditions the horses recovered from the 
efforts made during the desert march, but many were in 
a weak state. 

The first 75 miles, the horses performed the whole 
distance on 4]b. of grain and 3 gallons of water ; the re- 
mainder of the journey water was plentiful and 8lb. of 
grain were supplied. Two marches of over 40 miles 
were performed, which shows that the horses were stil} 
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able to march. After two weeks’ rest at Kortithe horses | Casualty Return of Arab ponies, 19th(Princess of Wales’ 


marched strong and well to Dongola, and other stations.| Own) Hussars, from 13th November, 1884, to 5th 
receiving plenty of food and water, andaftertwomonths| July, 1885; showing the period during which the 
halt they were in quite as good condition as when they _ horses died. 

left Wady Halfa. 

On the return march to Wady Halfa the distance, 
some 250 miles, was performed at the average rate of Killed in action 20 
some 16 miles a day with one halt for two days. The Destroyed 37 
marching was done mostly at night, but the horses were Drowned 1 
generally exposed to a hot sun all day, as there was not Missing 1 
much shelter for them under the palm trees. Except Died 12 
two fractures from kicks, no horses were lost or left on — 
the line of march. . Total 71 

The horses were conveyed from Wady Halfa to 
Assouan in barges, and after two weeks’ rest at Assouan Diseases 
were handed over to the 20th Hussars in quite as good Bull ‘ 
order as when they left Wady Halfa nine months pre- — wounds 23 
viously. | 31 

= _ attached statements give a detailed list of | Randale : 
casualties. 

I think it may be considered a most remarkable cir- | Enteritis 1 
cumstance that, out of 350 horses, during nine months Farey h: soe 1 
on a hard campaign, only 12 died from disease. This 
result must be attributed to the two facts : oe of intestines 1 
‘ ~~ That the climate of the Soudan is most suitable | — - 

or horses. 

2nd. That the Syrian horse has a wonderful consti- | Pe Spasmodic 1 
tution, and is admirably suited for warfare in an_ 18sing 1 
Eastern climate. The distance actually marched from Drowned 1 
point to point, not taking any account of reconnais- — 
sance, etc., was over 1500 miles. 71 


The weight carried was reduced to the minimum, but 
averaged about 14 stone. ote.—Several horses were very severely wounded, 
The weather during the last four months of the cam- but recovered rapidly, though in a very exhausted 
paign was trying, food was often very limited, and | ctate, : 
during the Desert march water very scarce. Under the P. H. Barrow, Lieut.-Colonel 
above conditions, I venture to think that the perfor- 
mances of the Regiment on these Arab ponies will com- | !5th Aug., 1885. Commanding 19th Hussars. 
pare with the performance of any horsemen on record. 
(Signed) P. H. 8. Barrow, Lieut. Colonel, 
Commanding 19th Hussars. 
Cairo, August, 1886. 
CasuaLty Return of Arab Ponies, 19th Hussars, showing periods during which Horses died, November 13, 
1884, to July 1, 1885. 


Destroyed or 
Number of died from Destroyed or Killed in 
Period. horses debility and died from action. 

effective. Exhaustion. other causes. 
Wady Halfa to Korti, Nov. 13 to Jan. 8, 1885 350 oe 5 oe 
Korti to Matammeh and back, Jan. 8 to March 8 155 19 5 20 
At Korti, Jan. 8 to March 8 73 2 
With River Column, Jan. 1 to March 8 107 3 1 
Korti, Dongola, and other stations, March 9 to June 20 347 5 9 
Dongola, Assouan, June 21 to July 1 ‘on 380 2 ons 

Total Sain 27 24 20 


(Signed) P. H. S. Barrow, Lieut.-Colonel, Commanding 19th Hussars. 
Cairo, Aug. 15, 1885. 

1. When water was limited to 2 gallons, or less, it | the campaign from General V. Baker, who told me that 
was given in small quantities, not all at once. Even 1 the Turkomans used to carry, in skins, balls of grease 
pint given to the horses, or just enough to moisten their or oil, and meal. : ; 
mouths, enabled them to come up to time again. 2. The horses were saved on every possible occasion, 

On one occasion, late at night, the horses were much and by every possible device. The men never sat on 
exhausted, we were 35 miles from water, and less than their horses’ back a moment longer than necessary. 
1pint left per horse. The horses could noteat,theirmouths Marches in column were avoided, extended line being 
were soparched, I had a sack of dhourra meal, and used, so that each horse had pure air to breathe. When 
with water made a number of moist balls of meal. These = horses always had plenty of room, and their 
balls revived the horses, and they marched their 35 heads to the breeze. 


miles next morning. I obtained this hint previous to| When possible, they were washed two or three times 


f 


792 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 17, 


a week, which tended much towards their healthy 
condition. 
The horses were allowed to graze, on every possible 
occasion, on the grass of the Bayuda Desert, but it was 
very dry. They chewed the grass, but ate very little. 
During the last few days of the march to Matammeh, 
there was no opportunity for even giving the horses 
grass. Qn several occasions I obtained from the Com- 
missariat tins of mouldy biscuit, unfit for issue to the 
men ; the horses ate it =e and worked on this food. 
(Signed) P. H. S. Barrow, Lieut.-Col., 
Commanding 19th Hussars. 
Cairo, Aug. 15, 1585. 
(To be continued) 


LANCASHIRE ‘ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on June 1, the President, J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Esq., Manchester, in the chair. The attendance 
included : Messrs. Woods, Allen, Share-Jones, Sumner, 
Walker, Faulkner, Wolstenholme, 0 te Noel Pillers, 
Giblin, Mattinson, McKinna, Whitehead, Edwards, 
Garnett, and G. H. Locke. Visitor: Mr. H. A. Turner. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Hobday, Carter, Taylor, Packman, Hughes, Clarkson, 
and Prof. Williams. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were ap- 
og on the motion of Mr. Noel Pillers, seconded by 

r. Llo 


d. 

Mr. SeckeEr Smitu, of Barnsley, was nomi- 
nated for membership by Mr. Abson ; and Mr. HoLroyp, 
junr., Blackburn, by Mr. Woods. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME submitted a letter he had re- 
ceived from Mr. W. A. Taylor explaining his absence 
from the meeting owing to indisposition. 

Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute— The 
SECRETARY read a letter froin the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute in reference to their Congress at Belfast in July, 
and inviting the Lancashire V.M.A. to send delegates. 

Mr. McKryna proposed, and Mr. Giblin seconded, 
that the letter lie on the table, and this was carried. 

Other Business.—Mr. Locke drew attention to the 
fact that next year is the fiftieth year of the Association. 
He offered the suggestion that an invitation be sent to 
the National Veterinary Association to hold their next 
meeting in Manchester. 

Mr. FauLKNER thought they would all a, that it 
was due time they received a visit from the National 
Association, considering they had not had a visit for 
eighteen years. He thought that next year being their 
own fiftieth year the time was opportune. He pro 
that the invitation suggested be sent. 

Mr. Locke seconded, and in support the President 
said how much the Association would welcome a visit 
from the N.V.A. 

Mr. FAULKNER desired to express his sincere thanks 
to Mr. Taylor, proposer, Mr. Packman, seconder,’ and 
the gentlemen present for the honour conferred upon 
himself in electing him to the position of Life Governor 
to the National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
Defence Society. He appreciated their kindness, and 
would. endeavoue to discharge the duties to their satis- 
faction. 

Mr. Lioyp suggested to the Council that the date 
of the first quarterly meeting, viz., the first Thursday 
in April, should be altered, as it now clashed with the 
meeting of the Council of the Royal College of Veterin- 
nary Surgeons. 

“ir. LockE replied that originally this first meeting 
was held in March, but was altered to April to suit 


members’ convenience. He believed there had been 
some question of altering the date of the Council 
meeting. 

The PRESIDENT promised that Mr. Lloyd’s suggestion 
should be conveyed to the Council. 

Mr. SHARE-JoNEs asked whether the Secretary had 
received a letter from the Liverpool V.M.A. relating to 
that Association’s meeting on 16th June. On receiving 
a negative reply he explained that they are receiving as 
their guest a Member of Parliament who has displayed 
a keen interest in agricnltural research, and from whom 
they were expecting an address. The Association 
thought that as a matter of courtesy and of personal 
interest they should extend a hearty invitation to the 
ofticers of the Lancashire V.M.A. to be present as their 
a and also for the ordinary members to attend as 
such. 

Mr. SuMNER said Liverpool would extend the heart- 
iest possible welcome to those members who could 
attend. They hoped to favourably impress this Member 
of Parliament with the importance of the Government 
seeing fit to help agriculture, and through agriculture 
helping the veterinary profession. 

he PRESIDENT returned thanks for the invitation. 
Personally, he would endeavour to go, and he invited 
the members to support him. 

The Secretary said it had been proposed that the 
next quarterly meeting should be held jointly with the 
Yorkshire V.M.A., and should partake of the nature of 
a picnic. He appealed for more support if the proposal 
went forward, as last year a similar pro fell through 
after some arrangements had been e. 


ConTROL OF ANIMAL DISEASES. 


[Discussion on a paper read by Mr. A. B. Martinson, 
at the last quarterly meeting. ] 


The PRESIDENT remarked that the paper contained an 
enormous amount of material for fn aedoveny and he 
hoped they would do full justice to it, and to Mr. 
Mattinson for his effort. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME observed that Mr. Mattinson had 
brought forward one of the most brilliant, one of the 
most thoughtful, and, in a sense, one of the most practi- 
cal papers the Association had received for very many 
years. He was quite satisfied that the paper required 
to be read and studied by every veterinary surgeon, and 
by all who are interested in the problems of agriculture 
and the feeding of a nation. Being a city practitioner, 
it followed that personally he did not come into close 
contact with the diseases that mainly appertain to the 
country, but such intimate connection is in no sense 
necessary to be able to appreciate the seriousness of 
anthrax distributed up and down the country, with the 
loss it causes in money and human life. As to its inci- 


posed | dence, it is admittedly very prevalent, and most of them 


were of opinion that the disease is on the increase. The 
serious point to his mind was the evidence on all sides 
that many cases pass unrecognised, and the enumeration 
of causes which lead to this effect deserve particular 
consideration. 

The same consideration is demanded of Mr. Mattin- 
son’s suggestions for reform, and especially was he in 
favour of the decentralisation scheme as formulated in 


ph 

ere still remains the plea that a greater proportion 
of public money should be expended on fostering and 
protecting our greatest national industry, 7.e. agriculture, 
than is spent at present. In Mr. Wolstenholme’s 
a it is the duty of the State to do all that is possi- 
ble in this direction, especially in a country which per- 
mits of no tariff restrictions on the importation of fod 
stuffs. These points appealed to him most strongly, 
particularly i rd to non-recognition of many cases 


n 
of anthrax. He believed many carcases arrived at their 


‘ 
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different abattoirs affected with anthrax which are not 
recognised. He stated he had received more pleasure in 
reading this paper than in anything else for a very lung 
time. 

Mr. Luoyp had read the paper with great interest. 
In dealing with notification to the police, under the 
- Diseases of Animals Act, 1909 and 1910, veterinary sur- 
geons are now to notify to the Inspector of the Local 
Authority, but in regard to one or two important 
diseases——but uncommon ones, such as foot-and-mouth 
disease, rinderpest, and pleuro-pneumonia—he does not 
have to notify to the police but to the inspector. If a 


service of full time veterinary officers were instituted. 


there would be little for the police to do, except to act 
as receivers and send the cases on to the County veteri- 
nar inspector, who would control the diseases instead 
of the Chief Constable. In the large towns the police 
have sufficient to do without troubling with the diseases 
of animals, but in the country where the population is 
scattered the police are useful in getting licences for the 
removal of pigs, receiving notifications, and soon. As a 
matter of interest he would like to know who was going 
to pay where a carcase has been seized under suspicion 
of anthrax, has been promptly destroyed, and subse- 

uently found not to have been affected with anthrax. 

t is possible the carcase may have been fit for food. 
Who would recoup the’ owner for his loss in a case of 
this sort ? i 

On the question of non-notification he agreed with 
Mr. Mattinson in believing that many cases of anthrax 
were not reported, and he went so far as to say that 
they were not reported in some instances on the advice 
of the veterinary surgeon, because the veterinary in- 
spector was a local opponent and they did not want him 
on the premises. 

He agreedjwith all the suggestions, but would like to 
add that the Chief Inspector should be alone responsi- 
ble, and should not be an official under the Medical 
Officer of Health. 

Mr. Woops said a good deal of the paper was very 
amusing, some part of it was instructive, and a con- 
siderable portion was very suggestive. The first point 
he would mention was in regard to the village constable. 
Mr. Mattinson asks why the village constable in prefer- 
ence to the postman or lamplighter. He did not know 
whether Mr. Mattinson would prefer either of the latter, 
but personally he would prefer the police. But if he 
meant that there ought to be an organised veterinary 
service independent of the use of the police, Mr. Woods 
was not even then sure that he would fully agree, be- 
cause he believed the police would be useful as con- 
veyors of information to the required centre. The 
paper deals almost rong ten the law respecting anth- 
rax and itic mange. He would refer to anthrax first, 
because he did not agree with some of the statements. 
For instance, Mr. Mattinson states “the veterinary sur- 
geon is presumed to be able to diagnose at once if the 
case is not one of anthrax, it would appear that a person 
who was able to demonstrate with certainty the absence 
of a definite quality would of necessity be equally able 
to demonstrate, or at least discover, the presence of that 
quality should it be present, and logically that must be 
so.” Mr. Woods did not fully with this logic. 
For instance, in a case of suspected anthrax suppose the 
veterinary inspector is able to take a ome of blood, 
stain it, and putting it under the microscope he finds no 
organism whatever—he has no doubt in saying there is 
no anthrax. But it does not follow logically that that 
inspector can diagnose anthrax bacilli amongst a number 
of other bacilli use he is able to diagnose when 
there are none. There are old veterinary inspectors who 
received their diploma when bacteriology was not taught 
at College, and who have never, for various reasons, 
been able to perfect themselves in this respect. Now 
the staining ae smear of blood is a very simple matter, 


and such men could easily say there is no organism 
and, therefore, it is not anthrax. 

On the question of the Board of Agriculture refusing 
to accept the diagnosis of the local veterinary inspector, 
he thought it would be a better plan to make certain 
that the inspector was capable of diagnosing anthrax. 
It would not bea difficult matter if insisted upon by the 
Board for any inspector to gain that knowled-_e at the 
University or such institution in the course of a few 


days. 

The statement was made that the Board of Agricul- 
ture want to know the incidence of anthrax throughout 
the country, if only for statistical purposes, and fun is 
made of statistics. It must be remembered that statis- 
tics may prove something or they may prove nothing ; 
but they may lead to assumptions, and these may give 
very valuable aid when followed out. For instance, 
supposing statistics showed that anthrax was prevalent 
where there were a considerable number of tanneries, 
that the cases were congregated round tanneries: you 
might assume there was some connection, and that prob- 
ably imported hides had something to do with it. Per- 
haps your assumption would be correct, but the statis- 
tics would not prove it—they would only lead to the 
right assumption. Supposing statistics show that anth- 
rax is common amongst wool sorters in Yorkshire, they 
might assume that wool had something to do with it, 
and it has been proved the assumption would be correct. 
Of course they could only assume, and must not jump 
to conclusions. Ireland is shown by statistics to be a 
hot bed of consumption, statistics also prove that there 
is more Guiness’s stout drunk in Ireland, than in any 
other country, but the assumption that one had any- 
thing to do with the other would be incorrect. 

He agreed with Mr. Mattinson as to unreported cases. 
He would not enter into percentages, but believed that 
a very considerable number of cases of anthrax are not 
reported. Most of these are because they are not known 
by the owners. Anthrax can never be successfully dealt 
with until the law compels the holding of a post-mortem 
examination in all cases of sudden death amongst horses, 
cattle and pigs. The number of cases of anthrax among 
pigs which the swine fever regulations have revealed is 
very large, and would not have been revealed but for 
these regulations. 

He assumed that Mr. Mattinson had foundation for 
making the statement that “it is by no means un- 
common for carcases of animals which have died from 
anthrax to lie for days in a cowshed and the owner pro- 
hibited from rem ving the same.” It was a serious 
statement to make. 

Going on to refer to the Parasitic Mange Order, he 
said he knew there was a general impression that 
immediately a horse becomes affected with mange it is 
at once imprisoned in the stable. He did not read the 
Order in this way. The Order empowered the Inspector 
to say the owner of the affected horse is doing something 
which is endangering other horses, and therefore he has 
the power to stop him by locking up his horse. But if 
the Inspector is satisfied that the tend is not a danger 
to other horses, and can be so worked, and that the horse 
is dressed all over with an approved dressing, then that 
horse may within a very few days be worked providing 
the owner pays attention to the animal. Under these 
circumstances the order does not compel the horse to be 
imprisoned. This led him on to the fact that the dress- 
ing must be approved by the Inspector of the local 
authority. He was of opinion that the Inspector should 
immediately approve of any dressing ly a qualified 
veterinary surgeon without asking what the dressing was. 
But if the case was being treated by any other person 
the Inspector was justified in asking what the dressing 
was. Personally that was his custom. 

He wished Mr. Mattinson would elaborate the reference 


to decentralisation of administration, because he thought 
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decentralisation was necessary if the contagious diseases 
of animals are to be successfully dealt with. They could 
far more efficiently deal with disease if they had a 
veterinary officer of health for each county or large area, 
and still employ the local veterinary surgeon to do the 
work in the same way in which they are employed now. 

He a with every one of the suggested recom- 
mendations, and he wished Mr. Mattinson would con- 
sider them carefully and promulgate a scheme. If they 
had sufficient power to bring pressure on the central 
authorities in London he thought the scheme, of which 
this was a good skeleton, would be useful to the whole 
country. 

Mr. GARNETT considered the police were the best 
executive officers at the present time to carry out the 
functions they are now performing. Failingthem there 
was no one else to fall back upon. Practically the only 
alternative was Sanitary Inspectors. To his mind it was 
absurd to think that the veterinary surgeon should have 
time to go and waste days over the disinfection and 
scraping down of byres, etc. Taken as a whole the police 
carry out their duties very well. Mr. Mattinson appeared 
to think the police diagnosed the disease, but if they 
attempted to do so they were not carrying out their 
duties, and if attention was drawn to it they would be 


n regard to diagnosis, they must recognise what the 
Board of Agriculture recognise that there are veterinar 

surgeons who cannot diagnose anthrax. He did thin 

it absolutely necessary for the sake of the profession that 
when they did diagnose disease it should be recognised 
and accepted by the public as being that disease. He 
placed their profession on a higher level than the medical 
profession in regard to that. There are thousands of 
cases of disease brought about through wrong diagnosis 
by the medical profession, over whom there was no 
secondary 

To his mind the value of statistics was inestimable. 
As to the reporting of cases, it is the duty of every 
veterinary surgeon to report cases of anthrax on every 
conceivable occasion, and to impress upon their clients 
to report any sudden death in their stock. In reference 
to carcases of animals which have died from anthrax 
lying for days in a cowshed, it was entirely contrary to 
his experience, and to that of veterinary surgeons with 
whom he came into contact. He hoved Mr. Mattinson 
had reason for making the assertion, because if not 
the less said about the matter the better. 

He pointed ont that the question of “approved 
dressing” had been discussed by them before, and the 
decision arrived at that where a veterinary surgeon was 
in attendance, it was unprofessional for the Inspector to 
ask what the dressing was. Reference was made in the 

per to the fact that in the Contagious Diseases 
Pa nimals) Act, 1878, the administration of Dairies, Cow- 
sheds and Milkshops was placed in the hands of the 
Privy Council, but in the Act of 1881 these powers are 

laced in the hands of the Local Government Board. 

r. Garnett said they had had great benefits handed 
down by those veterinary surgeons who had gone before 
and they had reaped the reward, but unfortunately the 
had to reap from mistakes also, and thus was one whic 
occurred in Sir George Brown’s tenure of oftice. Taken 
as a whole he thought the recommendations of Mr. 
Mattinson to be excellent. 

Mr. SuMNER agreed with previous speakers that at 

resent the police force was the best medium of convey- 
ing information. As to the vexed question whether a 
veterinary surgeon was capable of saying what was 
anthrax, he thought it would have been etter if the 
Beard had offered suggestions as to what were the rod- 
sha bodies that might be mistaken for anthrax 
bacilli. He was of opinion that every sudden death 
should be enquired into, and that only in this way could 
they get statistics which would help them. He also 


agreed with decentralisation provided that the decentral- 


isel body is capable of being certain in its diagnosis. 
The procedure in Liverpool under the Parasitic Mange 
Order was he said, similar to that mentioned by Mr. 
Woods. He thought the whole subject to be one of 
sufficient importance to formulate some definite recom- 
mendations upon. 

Mr. SHARE-JoNES said the subject raised was one 
demanding serious study. It appeared to him that Mr. 
Mattinson was endeavouring to make a claim for greater 
support for veterinary work out of public funds. If that 
was so it ignored the point on which they had the best 
claim and that was on “the man in the street.” The 
best results so far as human medicine got are only to be 
attained by the study of the whole animal kingdom, and 
that being so, the work of the veterinarians as applied 
to diseases of the domestic animals has an important 
bearing upon human medicine. But looked at from an 
economic standpoint, the value of the lives of animals 
was so small that they could not have any great claim 
upon public funds. If they could establish the claim on 
the higher ground that veterinary medicine is a very 
important branch of comparative medicine, and_ that 
diseases of animals being communicable to man has a 
great bearing upon the lives of the people, then their 
claim would be heard. 

The PrREsIDENT said any remarks he had to make 
would be made in the spirit of appreciation of the efforts 
of Mr. Mattinson. He took it that the object in writing 
the paper was not so much to get a discussion on the 
question of Anthrax and the Parasitic Mange Order as 
to get a consideration on a much wider basis. He 
would rather regard the paper as a plea for the agricul- 
turist, and if considered bow that standpoint it would 
bear a considerable amount of study. After all, they 
were a nation of traders and no small portion of their 
national prosperity was bound up in agriculture. More 
or less our agriculture is an object lesson to the world, 
largely he supposed, because the British agriculturist 
been a far-seeing hard-working and _ intelligent 
people ap willing to let agriculture drift alon 
that essential aid which it demand 
and really should have. The veterinary service should 
be a branch of this aid, presumably under the head of 
technical instruction. There is no doubt that whilst 
there are instances of veterinary surgeons being unable 
to make simple bacteriological examinations, the same 
holds good in the medical service, he did not regard it as 
a very serious matter at present. He came into contact 
with the medical service a good deal, and admired the 
system of control of diseases which was established in 
this country. It may have its weaknesses, but the 
secret of efficient control appeared to him to be to make 
every professional man part and parcel of that control. 
The law compels a parent to notify infectious diseases 
in his child, and an equal responsibility was placed upon 
the medical attendant, who was paid for his notification. 
Why should not the same system appertain to the con- 
trol of animal diseases? He would prefer that all notifi- 
cations should be to whole-time officers having complete 
control in a distinct administrative area. He did not 
wish to dispense with the services of the police entirely, 
as no doubt they are an admirable body of men, and 
their aid in carrying out the administrative work would 
be invaluable, but decidedly they should be of second- 
ary importance to the veterinary service. Personally, 
he found every day that the general practitioner in the 
county districts did not object to his visits as a whole- 
time official, but objects to the man who may be his 
neighbour and yet is the appointed officer for the dis- 
trict. That objection may old in the medical service, 


but the fact was that personal objections. were sunk in 
the public weal. This was not the time to criticise 
small details, but to draw up a scheme which will 


| 

| 
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essentially help agriculture. He did not mind whether 
the Milkshops Order was removed to another depart- 
ment so long as they would administrate efficiently. At 
present the Local Government Board were a distinct 
object lesson to many of the other Government depart- 
ments. 

With regard to the control of animal diseases by de- 
centralisation, he thought that for such a scheme to be 
successful it would have to be so framed as to inter- 
fere as little as possible with local trade. There is a 
craze for scheduling diseases, and prescribing areas, but 
he hoped they would be able to pass on from that sort 
of thing to a properly equip veterinary staff, 
responsible primarily to the 
secondarily led to Government control, with security of 
tenure. 

Mr. MaTTINsON, in reply, said that in regard to un- 
recognised cases of anthrax they were numerous, but he 
could not give the percentage. The statement had 
been made that cases were not reported on the advice 
of veterinary surgeons: he did not approve of such 
advice, but on the contrary never lost an opportunity of 
reporting. 

As to reporting to the police he entirely objected to 
the police having anything to do with the matter. There 
were too many laymen connected with the Board of 
Agriculture, and to say that the police did the work 
better than the postman or lamplighter could do was 
beside the question, because he objected to each and all 
of them. It had been said that the police did not diag- 
nose cases, but he failed to see how they could fill up 
the certificate without diagnosing the case. 

He approved of statistics being collected, but statistics 
could be made to prove anything, and the Board of 
Agriculture appeared to be trying to prove that anthrax 
was decreasing. Personally he did not believe it was 
decreasing. Mr. Woods and Mr. Garnett had challenged 
the statement in regard to carcases of animals dying of 
anthrax lying for many days, but he would repeat the 
statement, and say that he had known of carcases to lie 
for a week, and it was done regularly. He strongly 
objected to the manner in which Mr. Garnett had spoken 
on this point. Finally he thoughta great responsibility 
rested upon the veterinary profession in this matter. 
They should object tothe methods now employed, for 
he believed the control of animal diseases required the 
employment of science and skill such as their profession 


was able to supply. : 
Mr. LockE proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Mattin- 


son for his paper. 

Mr. FAULKNER had great pleasure in seconding. The 
paper was well worth study, and the criticism it had 
evoked showed how important the matter was. He 
thought the recommendations were on the right lines, 
and so faras whole-time officers were concerned he said 
that, speaking as a general practitioner in Manchester 
where such officers were employed, there had not been 
any difficulty or friction. : 

Mr. Garnetr wished to apologise on the point of 
carcases lying for days. He absolutely accepted Mr. 
Mattinson’s statement, but at the same time it was so 
contrary to his experience that when he read the paper 
he thought such a state of things could not exist, and in 
Lancashire above all counties. 

Before putting the proposed vote of thanks the Presi- 
dent said the suggestion made by Mr. Sumner should 
not be overlooked. Possibly Mr. Mattinson, whose con- 
structive powers were great, would formulate some 
scheme and submit it to the Council to bring forward at 
the next meeting. Ultimately it was resolved that the 


matter be left to the Council and that Mr. Mattinson be 

invited to attend the Council meeting. . 
Mr. Gretin complained of the delay in commencing 

the meeting, which had commenced half-an-hour after 


the stated time, 


‘ounty Councils, and | 


Mr. Noet sugzested that at future meetings 
the pathological yo ew should be taken first. 
Owing to the length of the proceedings it was not 
found possible to discuss the following specimens. 
Section of an eye invaded by Lympho-sarcoma, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Wolstenholme. 
Tuberculous udder of cow—Mr. Brittlebank. 
Lesions on the outside of the double colon caused by 
worms—Mr. Noel Pillers. 
Section of spleen of ox, and section of liver of ox, 
showing terial necrosis in both cases.— Mr. 
Whitehead. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


To the Members of the House of Commons. 


A Bill has been introduced, pr2sented by Sir Frederick 
Low, and supported by Mr. i Fisher and Captain 
Jessel, for amending the Acts relating to the practice of 
Veterinary Surgery and Medicine. The Bill was ordered 
to be printed on the 9th February, 1911. 

The chief provision of the Bill is contained in Section 3. 
The short effect of this Section is that every member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is to be liable 
to pay to the Royal College the annual sum of one 
guinea, and in default of payment may be sued for it as 
for a debt. 

There is a very strong oppositin to the Bill in the 
form of a Committee consisting of nearly nine hundred 
members. 

It is submitted the principle of compulsion involved 
in the Bill is unfair and improper. The existing mem- 
bers of the Royal College when they passed their various 
examinations, and paid their registration fees, and took 
up their diplomas, thought they would be free to prac- 
tice for the remainder of their natural lives without 
further fee or contribution. 

The method of enforcing payment is also objection- 
able. Under Sub-section 3 of Section 3 a member prac- 
ticing in any part of the country, however remote, may 
be sued in London. 

It is estimated that the proposed Bill would bring to 
the Royal College an additional income of £3000 a year. 
The Council of the Royal College have not made out a 
case for raising this additional income. The Council 
has at the present time an invested reserve of about 
£8000. Considerable economies in the administration 
of existing income are considered to be possible, and if 
an increased income is nevertheless necessary, it is sub- 
mitted this should be raised by an increase in the exam- 
ination fees, and the imposition of an annual fee on 
new members. 

It is believed the members of no other profession are 
compelled to make annual contributions of the kind in 
question, and it is submitted it would be in every sense 
unfair and impr per to compel the existing members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to contribute 
an annual fee in the manner pro i 

The Bill is down for second reading on the 26th inst., 
ne 1 are earnestly requested to energetically oppose 
the Bull. 

Dated the 15th May, 1911. 
W. J. ARKCOLL, 
Henry Dyer 
Artuur H. Jacoss, 
T. A. HuBanp, 
J. HurnpDatt, Hon. Sec. 


2 Cornwall Gardens Stables, South Kensington, 


Members of 
Executive 
Committee. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Glanders 
Anthrax. Foot- Shee 
and-Mouth | (incinding | Counties | Scab. Swine Fever 
Outbreaks Animals ae Farcy) Affected 
Period. 
_ | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals Out- | Out- | Slaugh- 
| Bee breaks| mals. [breaks mals.| Attacked [breaks] breaks. tered. * 
Week ended June 10] 9 12 3 7 | 2 65 824 
1908 23 19| 27 London 7} .1] 74 | 356 
Total for 23 weeks,1911 | 430 5a Ba 1s] 96 256 302 | 1140 | 12380 
1910 731 886 163 | 454 312] 612 | 5662 
Cumearetes | 1909 651 877 267 | 1069 453] 777 | 7189 
pe 1908 555 738 3 | 1121 369 | 1206 626 | 973 | 4535 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 13, 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended June 10 1 1 2 1 2 3 
: { 1910 1 5 107 
Corresponding Week in 1909 4 6 209 
| 1908 2 a 53 
Total for 23 weeks, 1911 ms ie € 2 3 40 240 51 831 
1910 ... J 4 7 1 2. 34 329 49 | 1155 
Corresponding period in {200 one 3 8 = lb 45 277 34 563 
1908... J 4 7 20 262 95 | 1823 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 12, 1911 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 


A meeting of the directors of the Highland and Te 

cultural Society of Scotland was held on Wednesday, 

wo: Ay in the Chambers, George IV. Bridge, Edin- 
urgh. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AcT (1881) AMENDMENT BILL. 


Minutes of a meeting of the Science Committee , 


showed that there had been submitted a one of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendmeut Bill. After 
discussion the Committee agreed to the following resolu- 
tions, and instructed the Secretary to submit the same 
tothe Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons :—(1) That the Society learns with satisfaction 
that the sections of the Bill geo for the extension 
of the disciplinary powers of the College have been 
withdrawn ; (2) that the Society would desire to refrain 
from taking action with regard vo the domestic policy 
of the College or the profession provided the interests of 
stock-owners were reasonably safeguarded, and therefore 


would be prepared to withdraw its opposition if Sub- | 


section 5. Section 3, be amended so as to provide that 
such bye-laws as may be made or altered under the pro- 
visions of this sub section must have the approval not 
only of the Privy Council but also of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries. 

Mr. David Wilson, D.Sc., of Carbeth, moved approval 
of the miuntes, which was seconded by Mr. William 
Duthie, Collynie, and adopted. 

At the subsequent general meeting of the Society the 
resolutions were also adopted.— The Scotsman. 


Losses of Sheep in Hunts. 


To the Editor of The Times. 


Sir,—There need be no mystery about the loss of 
sheep in Huntingdonshire. About 18 months ago I 
; made up my mind that, looking at all lambs sold about 
_here in the autumn of 1909, their skins indicated 
worms. 
| I suspected tape-worms, but found they were not 
| humerous. I then suspected a smaller worm in one of 
the stomachs. I took a stomach to the Department of 
Agriculture at Cambridge, where Professor Cecil War- 
' burton at once pronounced the worm to be Strongylus 
‘contortus or one of its congeners, and he suggested 
various remedies, none of which succeeded, all having 
come from Holland. After this | applied to the Royal 
a ay Society, who were unable to suggest any 
remedy. 
| Finally, I went to the local veterinary surgeon, Mr. 
Burston, M.R.C.Vv.S., of St. Neots, and told him he might 
kill as many sheep as he liked if he could find a cure. 
After some experiments he found a combination of 
vermifuges, which we give in a capsule so constructed 
' that it will not melt till it gets into the fourth stomach 
of the sheep ; given repeatedly this will cure them. We 
have cured many, and have stamped out the disease on 
three farms. Of course there are other worm diseases 
in sheep. All [ know is that this fourth stomach worm 
can be cured, and if he is not killed he kills —Your 
obedient servant, 
G. Row ey. 
Priory Hill, St. Neots, Huntingdonshire, May 29, 
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Sir,—Mr. Rowley’s explanation of the cause of the 
above in your issue of yesterday is contrary to knowledge 
and completely misleading. 

Worms, alive or dead, in the stomachs and intestines, 
or in either alone, do little or no harm to their hosts— 
witness bots in the simple stomach of the horse, and 
tapeworms in the intestines of the dog. 

have lost several ewes this season from anemia and 
sheer debility, the duties of maternity after an in- 
auspicious winter proving to be too much for them.— 
Yours obediently, 
Joun HARLEY, M.D.LOND. 
Beedings, Pulborough, Sussex, June 6. 


Sir,—Mr. Rowley’s public-spirited letter drawing 
attention to the results of investigations instigated by 
him into the cause of loss of sheep in Hunts during the 
present season little deserves the severe comments 
ae upon it by Dr. John Harley in your issue of the 
8th inst. - 

I have reason to know, both from personal observa- 
tion and from a study of the recent literature, that the 
“ twisted-wire ” worm hus contortus, implicated 
by Mr. Rowley in the causation of sheep mortality, is 
proving a serious menace to the rearing of food animals 
In various parts of the world, notably in America and in 
Central Africa. 

The wae, wl caused by this parasite in the United 
States have become so serious recently as to have necessi- 
tated scientific investigation by the authorities there. 
The publications of the United States Department of 
Agriculture (Bureauof Animal Industry) contain valuable 
and up-to-date accounts not only of the structure and 
life history of the parasite, but also the results of many 
experiments upon the best means of treating and eradi- 
cating the infection. These papers are easily obtainable, 
and should be read by all to whom the subject is of 

tical interest. Mr. Rowley will find therein much 
information that the authorities in England appear to 
have been unable to supply, and Dr. Harley will gather 
therefrom that much of his information is, in his own 
words, “contrary to nw and completely mis- 
leading.” Cattle, sheep, dogs, “ne poultry, grouse, 
and pheasants suffer at times from outbreaks of diseases, 
characterised by wasting and chronicity, that are due to 
parasitic worms closely allied to the species reported 
upon by Mr. Rowley. The widespread belief that worms 
do little or no harm to their hosts is exceedingly erron- 
eous, and until it is abandoned there is little likelihood 
that p will be made towards the elucidation and 
eradication of many diseases from which domesticated 
animals suffer.—I am, _ obedient servant, 
_ Ropert T. LEIPER, D.8c., M.B., 
Helminthologist to the London School of 
Tropical Medicine. 
Vienna, June 10. 


Anthrax Case at Milnrow—Local Slaughtering 
Firm Prosecuted. 


In a case at the Manchester City Police Court on 
Friday afternoon, June 2nd, of alleged infringement of 
the Board of Agriculture’s regulations with regard to 
anthrax in animals, Messrs. Dean and Wood, Limited, 
horse slau oe of Miles Platting and Rochdale, were 
summoned for failing to notify the police of an animal 
affected with anthrax which was in their charge on April 
26th last. 

Mr. Bell, solicitor to the Manchester Co 
prosecuted, and Mr. Walter Cobbett, solicitor, 
ter, was for the defence. 

Mr. Bell stated that the ution was taken under 
the Board of Agriculture’s Anthrax Order of 1910 based 
on the Diseases of Animals Act. There was a provision 


ration, 
anches- 


in the Order which placed upon the person in charge of 
an animal affected with anthrax the duty of showing 
that he had exercised reasonable diligence for the detec- 
tion of the disease. 

It was brought to the knowl of the Manchester 
authorities that a certain animal had died at a farm at 
Milnrow, Rochdale, occupied by Dr. Chadwick. This 
was a dun Highland bullock—a rather uncommon kind 
of animal in this district, and therefore more easily 
identified in this case. The animal had died at the 
farm, and word was sent to Messrs. Dean and Wood’s 
place at Rochdale. They sent a man, who conveyed the 
carcase from Dr. Chadwick’s farm to their place at Miles 
Platting. In the meantime a communication had been 
seen to Inspector Minor, chief veterinary inspector of 
the Markets Department of Manchester Corporation, 
with the result that he ascertained that the skin of the 
carcase had been sent, with other skins, to the hide and 
skin market in Manchester. There he found the skin of 
the dun Highland bullock among a number of other 
skins sent by Messrs. Dean and Wood. The inspector’s 
suspicions having been aroused, he examined the hide 
and found that it was affected with anthrax. 

Mr. Minor saw the man at Messrs. Dean and Wood’s 
establishment who had cut up the carcase and taken off 
the skin. He professed to be a person of considerable 
experience, and what the prosecution submitted was, 
that if he the experience he claimed to have had he 
could not fail to have detected that this animal was 
suffering from anthrax. 

Mr. Bell said the case was important because persons 
handling this skin, if they had sores or cuts on their 
hands, might meet their death by coming in contact with 
the disease. 

John Howden, chauffuer, employed by Dr. Chadwick 
of Milnrow, said the bullock was found dead on the 
farm. Witness saw the carcase and observed a slight 
flow of blood at the nostrils. Messrs. Dean and Wood’s 
man took the carcase away and paid him for it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cobbett : Is your employer a 
medical man !—Yes. 

Has he got a farm where he fattens beasts for the 
markets !—Yes. 

faa was this beast one of a number on the farm? 
—Yes. 

Witness said he could not remember the exact date 
when the animal died, but he first saw the carcase on 
the Tuesday (April 25th). 

Mr. Cobbett : Do you know of your own observation 
when the beast was last alive /—It was alive on the 
Monday morning, but I can’t remember when I saw it 
last alive. 

: fine you some conversation with Dr. Chadwick about 
it {—Yes. 

omg he suggest to you that it had died of anthrax ? 
—No. 

- ang he any suspicion that it had died of anthrax? 
—No. 

Had you any suspicion !—No. 

Did you say to the man who took the carcase away “I 
fancy the beast has been gored, and I shall be glad if you 
will let us know what the cause of death was” !—Yes. 

our suggestion is that the cause of death was injury ? 

The Magistrates’ Clerk : That is obvious. 

Witness said there was no sign of a wound about the 
ribs. He did not look to see if there was any, 

In reply to Mr. Bell, witness said a certificate as to 
the cause of the death of the bullock was sent to Dr. 
Chadwick by Messrs. Dean and Wood. It stated that 
death was caused “by bleeding internally.” It was 
signed by Dean and Wood, Limited. 


illiam Hughes, in charge of Messrs. Dean and Wood’s 
premises at Rochdale, said he fetched the carcase on the 
night of Tuesday, the 25th, and took it to Miles Platting 


In cross-examination witness 


the following morning. 
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said he was present when the beast was opened and saw 
nothing about the internal parts to indicate anthrax. 
He had no suspicions. 

Inspector Minor said a communication reached him 
on Saturday, April 29th, with the result that he went 
to the hide and skin market, where he found three 
skins affected with anthrax. One of them was the skin 
of a dun Highland bullock. His detection of the disease 
was from the examination of the hide alone. 

Witness was subjected to a long cross-examination as 
to anthrax symptoms and methods of detecting them. 
He said the disease was extraordinarily vapid in pro- 
gress. The period between the first apparent sign of 
the disease and death was only a matter of hours. 

Mr. Cobbett: Do you suggest that it is simple to 
to diagnose a case of anthrax !—With the history of the 
case it is simple. 

William Wilson, veterinary surgeon, agreed with the 
previous witness’s diagnosis of the cases as one of 


anthrax. 

Mr. Cobbett, for the defence, took objection to the 
prosecution on the ground that the Diseases of Animals 
Act regulations referred only to animals and not to car- 
cases. The justices did not sustain the objection. Mr. 
Cobbett then said the evidence rather led to the conclu- 
sion that the case was one of anthrax, but the question 
was whether the defendants had not used all the dili- 
gence required under the Order. The chauffeur of the 
owner of the bullock told the man Hughes he thought 
the beast had been gored, and Hughes himself did not 
think there was anthrax. The man who cut up the 
beast found several broken ribs, and he came to the con- 
clusion, bona fide, that death occurred from internal 
bleeding following the injury. There should be some- 
thing to suggest that there was anthrax in a case of the 
kind, and here the chauffer employed by a medical 
gentleman said there was no suspicion of death from 
anthrax. 

Owen Rooney, the man who cut up the bullock, said 
he saw nothing about the internal organs to suggest 
anthrax. He found four broken ribs, and a certificate 
was sent to Dr. Chadwick that the animal bled to death 

The Chairman (Mr. Nathan Meadowcroft), after the 
justices had considered the case, said they were of opinion 
that defendants had been careless, not directly, but in- 
directly—through their servant. They did not doubt 
that the animal exhibited signs of anthrax, and it was 
to be regretted that the man who cut up the carcase was 
not more careful. 

Defendants, were fined £5 and costs.—Rochdale 
Observer. 


Armorial Bearings.—Decision. 


At Bow Street, on Friday, June 9, Mr. Curtis Bennett 
gave his decision on the summons issued at the instance 
of the London County Council against Mr. W. Kirk, 
veterinary surgeon, of Tottenham Court Road, for using 
armorial bearings without a licence. 

The magistrate said that Johnson’s Dictionary defined 
“armorial bearings” as “ belonging to the arms or escut- 
cheon of a family. The word “arms,” according to the 
same authority, meant the “ensign armorial of a family,” 
and escutcheon was the “shield of a family.” Walker 
and Webster gave similar definitions as to the meaning 
of the term. Armorial bearings applied to the arms of 
a family, and in no other sense was the term used or 
designated in the dictionaries from which he had 
quoted. Even if that was a too narrow construction to 
put upon it, he was perfectly satisfied that in this in- 
stance the defendant had not used armorial bearin 
unless it be said that every man rowing in the Oxfo 
and Cambridge Boat Race, who had the arms of his 


college on his blazer and cap, was using armorial bear- 
ings. The term had hitherto had no such significance, 
being, according to the dictionaries, confined to the arms 
of The County Council were now | 
to extend that rule wholesale. The defendant had u 
the arms of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
not only because he was a member of the College, but 
also for the protection of those who employed him, that 
they might know he was a qualified man. He dismissed 
the summons, with £3 3s. costs.— The Times. 


Cruelty? Dismissed. 


Frederick Cutler, oilman, of Cricklewood, was sum- 
moned at Willesden Police Court,:on Friday, June 2, at 
the instance of the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, for cruelly beating his horse. Mrs. 
McAnally, an independent lady, stated that whilst look- 
ing out of her dining room window she saw defendant 
hit his horse several times on the nose with a wooden 
box. She remonstrated with him, and he was most 
abusive to her. An inspector of the Society said he ex- 
amined the horse the following day, and found a raw 
wound on the nose, which defendant said was caused 
in the stable. 

Cutler said he only tapped the horse on the nose with 
alight cardboard box to get it across the tram lines. 
Directly afterwards Mrs. McAnally called him, and 
invited him into her drawing-room. He went, thinking 
he was going to get an order, but directly he was inside 
the lady shut the door and stood with her back to it. 
She then exclaimed mn | excitedly, “ Now, sir, I demand 
to know why you struck your horse?” He told her she 
was making a false accusation against him, and de- 
manded to be released from the room. She, however. 
refused to let him go until he threatened to smash up all 
the furniture. 

The Magistrate said there was insufficient evidence of 
cruelty, and he dismissed the summons, with two 
guineas and a half costs against the Society. 


The King's African Collection. 


By far the largest part of the King’s Collection of 
African animals left Table Bay in the Union-Castle 
Company’s steamship Comrie Castle, in charge of two 
keepers, Blore and Bailey, on April 29th. Mr. W. W. 
Smart, Veterinary Inspector of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, had been detailed for the special duty of examin- 
ing the animals before they could be landed, was taken 
on board at Gravesend. 

Among the primates are four baboons and two 
lemurs ; among the carnivora two leopards, three ser- 
vals, six genets, five jackals, a ratel, and several weasel 
and polecat-like animals. The antelopes include a 
beautiful sable antelope, a sitatunga, two blesbuck, six 
duikers, a bushbuck, a reedbuck, two steinbuck, an 
oribi, and four springbuck. There is a fine mountain 
zebra mare with a half-grown ~~ a species which is 
now nearly extinct, and a ve example of Chap- 
man’s zebra. The swine include three fine warthogs and 
two bushpigs. 

The most interesting mammal is an aardvark, the 
African antbear, which is one of the oddest in appear- 
ance of all the edentates. It is a nocturnal creature, 
which burrows powerfully and is seldom captured alive. 
The example in the King’s Collection is full grown and 
apparently healthy, and feeds well on chopped meat, 
eggs, and 

The birds include four crested cranes, which will be 
a most welcome addition to the Gardens, as it is some 
years since examples of the beautiful South African 
species have been obtained; a Stanley crane, three 
secretary birds, a ground hanbill, and quite a number 
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of owls, hawks, ducks and geese, penguins, and 
ns. 
he reptiles were packed securely in cases in which 
they could not be inspected, but among them are a 
young crocodile, two monitor lizards, some cobras and 
puff-adders, and a number of tortoises. 

A number of horse-vans provided by Messrs. Pickford 
were in waiting, and as soon as they were loaded start- 
ed on their eight-mile journey to the Gardens at Regent’s 
Park. The whole consignment reached the Gardens 
without mishap before dark, and have now been housed 
in temporary buildings right in the centre of the Zoo- 
logical Gardens, Regent’s Park, and there they will 
remain on exhibition during the summer, after which 
they will be distributed, according to their species, 
among the various houses in the grounds.—7'he Times. 


The R.S.P.C.A. and the Research Defence 
Society. 


To the Editor of The Times. 


Sir,—I desire on behalf of the National Anti-Vivi- 
section Society to welcome Bishop Welldon’s letter in 
your issue of to-day. 

The difference between the Research Defence Society 
and the R.S.P.C.A. can be bridged over by the former 
society’s frankly accepting the principles laid down by 
the R.S.P.C.A. in their précis laid before the Royal 
Commission on Vivisection. The Research Defence 
Society have only (1) to condemn certificate B, which 
permits a vivisected animal to be kept alive to endure 
whatever suffering results from its mutilations ; (2) to 
agree that all operations on animals by vivisectors 
should be prohibited except in the presence of an in- 
spector ; (3) to agree that all licensees should be re- 
quired to make a return of all animals acquired by 
them and how obtained ; (4) to azree that the’ Home 
Secretary’s consent need not be required before a prose- 
cution is instituted against a vivisector for a breach of 
the law ; and (5) to agree that the period for taking 
proceedings should not, as it is now, be fixed so as to 
make it impossible to prosecute a vivisector on the in- 
formation in his own publications if he keeps them six 
months in the press. 

If Lord Cromer, as President of the Research De- 
fence Society, will say that he endorses these simple 
demands of the R.S.P.C.A., none of us will object to his 
continuing to adorn that society as a vice-president, and 
much will be done to bring together all humane people 
in support of a reasonable measure in Parliament.— 
Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN COLERIDGE. 

92 Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., May 29. 


The R.V.C. Athletic Sports. 


The students of the Royal Veterinary College held 
their annual athletic sports at the Tufnell Park Athletic 
Grounds on Wednesday, in fine though cool weather. 
There was a good attendance of students, teachers, and 
friends, including Sir John M‘Fadyean and the majority 
of the College staff: and the long and varied programme 
of events provided a most enjoyable afternoon. The 
performances seen were distinctly above the average, 
several records for these sports being broken ; but quite 
the feature of the day was the fine running and jumping 
of W. F. Poulton, who won every event for which he 
competed, and thus easily became the holder for the 
year of the Wheatley Challenge Cup, which the com- 
petitor obtaining the greatest number of marks at these 

retains for the ensuing twelve months. At the 


close of the afternoon, Mrs. Macqueen presented the 


prizes for the various events, which resulted as 


follows :— 


100 Yards Scratch Race, final—1, W. F. Poulton: 2, 
K. H. Soutar: Time 10 3/5th sec. Throwing the Cricket 
Ball—1, K. 8S. Simpson: Distance. 105 yards, 2ft. 2in. 
(record) Putting the Weight—1, H. Stephenson: 30ft. lin. 
(record). 220 Yards Handicap, final—1, W. F. Poulton, 
scratch ; 2, F. V. 8. Lorda, scratch: Time, 23 4/5th sec. 
Long jump—1. W. F. Poulton; 2, D. G. A. Frazer: Dis- 
tance, 18ft. 9in. 120 Yards Hurdles, final—1, W. F. 
Poulton ; 2, K. H. Soutar: Time, 17 secs. (record). Three 
Legged Race—1, W. L. Sheffield and R. H. Stalker: 2. 
H. Chown and T. J. Dixon. High Jump—l1, E. S. Far- 
brother; 2, B. J. Nicholas and K. 8. Simpson (tie). 
Height, 4ft. 114in, Obstacle Race—1, H. Stephenson; 
2, W. P. Hamlyn. Half Mile Scratch—I. K. H. Soutar ; 
2, S. D. Marriott: Time, 2min, 14sec. One Mile Walk— 
1, G. C. Harding; 2, H. E. Hornby. Quarter Mile Seratch 
—1l, W. F. Poulton; 2, H. Chown: Time, 52 4/5th sec. 
(record). One Mile Handicap—l1, H. B. Williams; 2, 
S. Mathias; 3, W. P. Hamlyn. Inter Class Relay Race— 
1, Class C; 2, Class D. Consolation Race—1, G. V. Gold- 
ing. Tug-of-War (inter-class)—Class D beat Class A in the 
final heat. Donkey Race—1, R. F Scott. 


Personal. 


Gotpinc—Braprorp.— At St. Wilfrid’s Church, 
Hayward’s Heath, on Saturday, June 10, Walter Wynd- 
ham Golding. M.R.c.v.s., of Old Cross, Hertford, son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. C. Golding, of Hayward’s Heath, 
to Ada Millicent Bradford, daughter of Mr. James Brad- 
ford, J.p., and Mrs Bradford, of Hayward’s Heath. 

There was a crowded congregation at St. Wilfrid’s. 
Many guests came from Brighton, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Bradford and their family are well known and greatly 
esteemed, and from Hayward’s Heath and district num- 
bers hel to swell the gathering to one of quite excep- 
tional dimensions. The handsome interior of the church 
was tastefully decorated with flowers. There were two 
bridesmaids, Miss Amy C. Golding, sister of the bride- 
groom, and Miss Norah E. Verrinder. The bridegroom 
was attended by Mr. F. C. Golding, his brother, as best 
man. The officiating clergy were the Rev. E. Killin 
Roberts, Vicar of St. Andrews, Hertford, assisted b 
the Rev T. G. Wyatt, Vicar of St Wilfrid’s, Hayward’s 
Heath. The service was chorally rendered, the hymn 
being “O Perfect Love.” Mr. Bradford gave his 
daughter away, the Rev. T. G. Wyatt delivered an ad- 
dress to the bride and bridegroom. 

Oaklands, the charming home of Mr. and Mrs. Brad- 
ford, was the scene of the reception. The handsome 
hall was beautifully decorated, and there the bride 
received many. congratulations. The gardens of Oak- 
lands were in full June beauty, and the lawns perfect. 
The weather was all in tune with the best traditions of 
the month of roses, and Mr. and Mrs. Bradford received 
their numerous guests with their characteristic geniality 
and hospitality. In the afternoon, amid enthusiastic 
congratulations, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Golding left Oak- 
lands for London, en route to Paris and Switzerland, 
where the honeymoon is being spent. The wedding 
presents made a handsome and valuable collection of 
souvenirs of the happy event.—Susser Daily News. 


A Theory of Eclampsia. 


Sellheim advances a new explanation of the pathol 
of this disease. He regards the mammary tissue wey 4 
place of origin of the toxins. It always develops about 
the time the beasts begin to functionate, or when that 
function is greatly enlarged just after parturition. The 
milk of eclamptic mothers has been shown to be direct] 

isonous to the offspring in certain cases, a fact whieh 
is decidedly of interest taken in connection with this 
new hypothesis. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wak Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 9. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPS. 
R. M. Aulton to be Lieut. Dated May 16. 


June 13. 
J.C.S. Powell to be Lieut. Dated May 15. 


His Majesty the King held a Levée on Friday, June9 
at St. James’ Palace. 

The following presentations to the King were made, 
the names having been previously left at the Lord 
Chamberlain’s Office and submitted to His Majesty’s 
for approval : 

* * * * 

Maj.-Gen. R. Pringle, ¢.B., D.s.o.. on appointment as 
Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, by the In- 
spector-General of the Forces. 


OBITUARY. 
Epwarp CoLEMAN, M.2.C.v.s. Crofton, Tooting 
Graveney, S.W. Graduated, Edin: April, 1863. 
Mr. Coleman died on June 9th, at 7 St. Catherine’s 
Terrace, Hove, from cerebral hemorrhage. Aged 78 
years. 
Joun WATSON, M.R.C.V.S., 32 Bradford Street, Walsall, 
Staffs. Glas: April, 1896. 
The deceased gentleman died on Monday, the 12th 
inst., from pulmonary tuberculosis and hemorrhage, at 
the age of 42 years. Mr. Watson was an able worker 
and a man of sterling character, and a wide circle of 
friends will extend their sympathy to his widow and 
three children. 


SaMUEL TozER, v.s., Newco Topsham, Exeter, 
died on June 9th, from chronic Bright’s pen Aged 60 
years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AMENDMENT BILL. 
Sir, 

At the recent meeting of the R.C.V.S. it was stated that 
there was no opposition from members of the profession to 
the above Bill. 

The report ot the Irish Central Veterinary Association, 
which appears in this week's Veterinary Record, however, 
dispels this view and shows that on April 18th it was 
decided to take measures to oppose the Bill. I discussed 
the matter with a well-known M.P. lately, and his first 
question was, ‘‘ What did the Royal College intend to do 
with the £3,000 a year ?”’ 

This is a pertinent question which many of the members 
would also like to have answered. One would imagine that 
this sum would buy out most of the quacks in Great Britain 
and Ireland if the suppression of quackery was the main 
object to be attained. 

Another point which will come up is, if a body of practi- 
tioners refuse to pay the tax, what steps will be taken? Is 
the R.C.V.S. to institute proceedings at the County Court 
for the recovery of the amount ? 

It will be rather a nice legal point as to whether the 
amount can be recovered in the above fashion. Why are 
the officers in the A.V.C. to be exempt from the tax? If 
all the members are so anxious for the Bill to pass, why did 
they not subscribe to the donation fund of the R.C.V.S.? 
The sum of £89 5s. is not a large amount, evidently the 
pee reap payment will not be favoured by so large a 
number as was imagined. 


The ‘‘leaders'’ of the Council in all matters are the 
teachers, and they fully exercise the power they possess 
thereon. But the rank and file of the profession are surely 
entitled to know how the hard earned guineas, taken forci- 
bly from them, are to be disposed of. 

No doubt I shall be told to trust the Council implicitly, 
they know best, etc. etc. ‘‘ You have the grand privilege 
of assisting the R.C.V.S. and should not grumble after the 
great benefits you have received from this august body.’’ 
‘‘Quacks must be put down, and veterinary companies 
exterminated, and existing practitioners (a handful) taught 
their P's and Q.s.’’ But we cannot interfere with the cut- 
ting of fees or canvassing for clients unless you bring 
direct evidence, which means that you must produce the 
client who has been canvassed, or a witness to the fact. As 
to fees, anyone can work for what he pleases. Still the 
poor quack is blamed for being the cause of terrible mis- 
chief, while in reality, if this Bill is passed, he will have as 
much power as ever. 

You cannot make the members of a profession honourable 
by Act of Parliament no more than you can make men 
sober by similar means. This is quite true, but I fail to see 
how the Amendment Bill is going to prevent dishonourable 
conduct, cutting fees, etc., matters which do far more harm 
than quacks. 

Far better would it be to apply the money to a veterinary 
benevolent fund, which, judging by the present depression 
in veterinary practice due to motor-cars etc., is likely to be 
urgently required.—Yours etc., 

Justitia.”’ 


OUR ANNUAL MEETING. 
Sir, 

What has come over the profession? It cannot all be 
motors or the V.S. Amendment Act—3000 members repre- 
sented at the annual meeting by 20, including 6 of the 
Council ! 

Is not this a sign of terrible apathy and indifference? 
Where is our ‘‘camaraderie’’? Where our Esprit de 
corps? What is to be done? Can nothing revive interest 
in the doings of the Royal College? Do we want a master 
mind, a ‘‘ touch of a vanished hand, or a sound of a voice 
that is still’? ? Surely, to say the least of it, it is a very 
a compliment to muster less than one per cent. of our 

y to greet our Council once a year. I mind the time 
when the Council Chamber was full at the annual 
gatherings, but now—Ichabod ! 

Is it that a vast majority have lost confidence in a 
Council at all, don’t want it in fact, except to guard their 

kets? I very much fear that sordid selfishness is at the 
ttom of this utter indifference to duty, and Iam ashamed 
of our London and suburban practitioners not taking the 
trouble to attend once a year, to what is really their own 
interest. 

This letter, Sir, is purely a lament, but I would ask if any 
of your readers can suggest a remedy to stem this ‘‘ tide of 
stagnation,’’ which, if persisted in,may lead to an absolute 
standstill in all social and scientific progress.—Yours faith- 
fully, Henry Dyer. 

Brompton Road, London, S.W. 

June 12, 


Books RECEIVED :— 


Meat anp Foop Inspectors Examinations. — Model 
answers to questions set by Royal Sanitary Institute and 
other examining bodies, by G. T. Billlng, Meat Inspector, 
and A. H. Walker, Sanitary Inspector. Cr. 8vo., pp. x+ 
156, and publishers adverts., cloth, lettered, 5/6 net. The 
Sanitary Publishing Co., Ltd., 5, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Meat anv 11s Inspection.—A practical guide for Meat 
inspectors, Students, and Medical officers of health. By 
Arthur R. Littlejohn, m.R.c.s., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.V.8., D.P.H., 
formerly tutor in veterinary medicine, Royal Vet. Coll., 
London. Demy. 8vo., pp. xii+399, and publishers adverts. 
Cloth, lettered. 10/6 net. Balliére, Tindall and Cox, 8, 
Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. \ 


